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ABSTRACT

We describe a new species of Hemidactylus Goldfuss, 1820 based on morphological and molecular evidence
from Madurai district, Tamil Nadu India. The new species shows a divergence of 8.5-30.9% on the ND2 gene
from the congeners and was recovered as a member of the Hemidactylus acanthopholis Mirza & Sanap, 2014 sub
-clade from the Hemidactylus prashadi Smith, 1935 clade. Further, the new species can be distinguished from
other members of the H. acanthopholis sub-clade by having non-overlapping morphological characters and
unique dorsal scalation. The distinguishing characteristics of the new species include medium body size, the num-
ber of dorsal tubercle rows at mid-body, the number of enlarged tubercles in paravertebral rows, the number of
femoral pores and poreless scales separating the left and right series on the femoral-precloacal row in males, and
the number of ventral scales across the belly at mid-body.
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